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One Banger After Another: Apple TV’s Generational 2025 Shows

Joseph P. Brandon, Grade 11

Introduction

Tech companies. They make the things that we
humans use so often that some of us actually hate
them - but we still use them anyway, although
that’s an article for another time. Tech companies
make all sorts of things, from phones, computers,
phone computer tablet things, fridges and other
appliances, but Apple is different. They don’t make
fridges — they make TV shows. They don’t just make
any old TV shows though, some of the best shows on
TV right now have come straight from Apple TV
(formerly Apple TV+, not really sure why that was a
necessary change in the first place). This article will
be an appreciation of the insane run that Apple TV
went on in the year 2025 A.D.
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The Studio

Hollywood loves to indulge in itself. There is
possibly no other TV show that illustrates this better
than The Studio, by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg
(Superbad, This Is The End). This show is absolutely
full of cameos and fan-service to cinephiles
everywhere, with some of the best cameos being
Adam Scott (Parks and Recreation, Severance),
Antony Starr (The Boys), Charli d’Amelio (TikTok),
and Martin Scorsese (Almost every mob flick from
the past century). It's not the most inventive
concept: at its core, this show is about a bumbling
studio exec and his day to day life as the head of the
fictional Continental Studio. However, Rogen and
Goldberg manage to put their own spin on every
episode, putting the leads in situations like locating
a lost reel of film, trying to figure out whether they
accidentally made a racist cast for a movie, and
getting Martin Scorsese to direct a film about Kool-
Aid.
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It's also greatly impressive from a technical aspect.
Almost all of the scenes are shot in takes that are
never shorter than about 30 seconds of continuous
handheld camera. The most prominent example of
this is the second episode, “The Oner”, which
chronicles attempts to shoot a 2-minute scene in a
film while the episode is a oner itself. This means
that the whole 27 minutes of it is one continuous
take. When asked about the choice to do this, Seth
Rogen had this to say:

"We were like, [the use of the oner] is actually
gonna capture the panic and the mania, the
compressed nature of the timelines and the stories,
which a lot of the episodes have."

The script for this episode was a total of 40 pages
long, with 10 pages being rehearsed for 7 hours and
shot for 1 hour and 30 minutes every day for a total
of four days. When asked about what it was like
shooting the episode, Seth Rogen stated:

“I thought it was going to be too dark. The take we
used, I think, was the very last time we did it. And it
actually ended up working perfectly.”

The show wouldn’t be as good without the quality
of the performances though. Seth Rogen leads as
Matt Remick, a nervous guy who absolutely needs
to be liked by everyone, from co-workers to
celebrities. His co-stars include lke Barinholtz
(Disaster Movie), Kathryn Hahn (Knives Out 2), and
Bryan Cranston (Breaking Bad). This show actually
resulted in Rogen winning his very first Emmy
award. In fact, The Studio pretty much dominated
in terms of awards last year.

The Emmys

If you’re not familiar with the Emmys, they’re
essentially the Academy Awards but for TV. Much
like the Academy Awards, they’re a really
prestigious thing to receive, with only the best of
the best being nominated each year. Every year,
there’s normally a show that wins a few more
awards than all the others, think The Bear in 2023,
but last year, The Studio won a lot more awards
than all the others. It even broke the record for the
most awarded comedy show ever, set by The Bear.
Seth Rogen was awarded two Emmys for himself,
one for lead acting, and one for directing the
episode The Oner. However, the show as a whole
won 13, after being nominated for 23 in total.

That’s not to say that The Studio was the only good
show at the Emmys last year. In fact, it wasn’t even
the most nominated show. After 7 Emmy
nominations and not a single win in 2022, Ben
Stiller and Dan Erickson had been working on the
sophomore season of their thriller show Severance,
starring Adam Scott, which ended up getting a
whopping 27 nominations, of which it won 8.

Severance

What if you didn’t have to go to work?
That’s called unemployment. What if you
were able to split your consciousness into
your work self while you’re at work, and
your regular self when you aren’t? That’s
the question that Dan Erickson sought to
answer when he came up with the idea in
2015, with it being picked up by Ben
Stiller and then greenlit for production in
2022. The backstory for the show is quite
depressing though, as it was based on
Dan Erickson’s discontent for his dull
office jobs, making him wish he could
just skip through the whole thing.

The show is led by Adam Scott (who
coincidentally has a cameo in The Studio)
as depressed man Mark Scout in life, and
devoted Lumon Industries employee
Mark S at work. Scott does an incredible
job of differentiating between his two
characters, with each one having his own
body mannerisms, style, and way of
speaking. For every severed character
though, Severance works as an
impressive character study and example
on how to effectively portray two
characters. The supporting cast also
includes Britt Lower as a disgruntled new
hire, Zach Cherry as a foul-mouthed
colleague, John Turturro as an innocent
severed employee.

Much like most of the shows featured in
this article, Severance is one of those
shows that just gets better and better the
more you watch it. In cases like The
Studio, shows can get better simply
because of improvements in writing, but
in shows like Severance and the to-be-
mentioned Pluribus, they get more
entertaining and intriguing as you learn
more about the mysterious worldbuilding
of the show.



Platonic

In the interest of self-disclosure, I'll say that at the
time of writing, I haven’t watched Platonic’s second
season yet, but Platonic is honestly one of the less good
shows in this article. That certainly isn’t to say that it’s
a bad show, it’s a decently fun cringe comedy sitcom
with great performances by Rose Byrne (Two Hands)
and Seth Rogen, but it’s just dwarfed by the likes of The
Studio and Severance. I think that this is because both
of those shows have things that make them unique
respectively. The Studio has its technical aspects, and
Severance has its outlandishly creative concept. Not
that those are the only things that make them great, but
their concepts on their own are not grounded in reality,
and are therefore vastly different from real life.

Platonic features Byrne and Rogen as two platonic best
friends named Sylvia, a mother of 3, and Will, the
brewmaster of a bar. The show (from what I've seen)
sees them going about their daily lives, with the odd
cringe occurrence every now and again that makes it a
little hard to watch but even more fun (The Studio uses
this same tactic).

Pluribus

Note: At time of writing, only a few episodes of Pluribus
have aired, thus this segment is not fully informed.

The Cost of Convenience

When you hear the name Vince Gilligan,
you either think “I don’t know who that
is”, or you think “he made Breaking Bad
and Better Call Saul”. After his success
with the Breaking Bad universe, Gilligan
decided that he didn’t want to write
anti-heroes anymore. He chose to
express this through his new show,
featuring Rhea Seehorn as just a

&

F

PLURIBUS 4

g

flawed hero. It’s a science fiction show
in a very loose sense of the term. The
kind of sense in which something
science-fiction related happens at the
beginning, and the rest of the show
covers the characters navigating their
new surroundings.

The marketing for the show was
incredibly ambiguous, with the tagline
reading just “Happiness is contagious”,
which leaves a very wide array of
possibilities as to what the show could
be about. It chronicles the journey of
depressed fantasy author Carol being

immune to a global virus which makes
those infected with it relentlessly
optimistic. This premise offers a very
interesting dynamic between the flawed
hero and her surroundings, begging the
question: “What would a discontent person
do if they were consistently surrounded by
contentness?”
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Conclusion

In conclusion, Apple makes good phones,
but they also make good TV. This is
reflected in the critical response to their
shows, as all of these shows have a Rotten
Tomatoes score between 90% and 100%. If
I were to rank these shows in my personal
opinion, the ranking would go like this:

1. Severance
2. The Studio
3. Pluribus

4. Platonic

Again, not to suggest that any of these are
bad. If you’re looking for something to
watch, try out one of these shows and see
what you think. My word isn’t law,
however I can confidently state that there
is something to love in all of these shows.

Julian Danailov-Benguernane, Grade 9

It’s 7 am. in Hanoi. Motorbikes zip past
street vendors, rivers of commuters, and
tourists snapping photos of the Old Quarter.
Minh, a 34-year-old Grab driver, navigates
the chaos with practiced skill. Three years
ago, he was stuck in a low-paying cafe job.
Today, his phone is both a lifeline and
taskmaster, buzzing with ride requests and
food deliveries.

At first glance, Minh’s job seems flexible,
even empowering. Grab promises you
autonomy; you log in when you want, work
how you want. But when digging deeper, and
a more complicated picture emerges: for
drivers like Minh, freedom comes at a cost.

“I can choose my hours,” he says. “But the
app decides which orders I get. If I don’t take
enough high-paying trips, I don’t earn
enough. The rules are invisible, but they
control everything.”

Minh’s experience mirrors the reality of millions
of gig workers across Southeast Asia. Grab
dominates ride-hailing in Vietnam, Indonesia,
Thailand, and beyond, and its app-based model is
emblematic of the region’s growing digital
economy. Yet the same platforms that promise
opportunity often deliver precarity, long hours,
and insufficient protections.

Consider Minh’s daily routine: he logs 12-14
hours on his motorbike, weaving through Hanoi’s
traffic, delivering meals and passengers alike. On a
good day, he earns around $30-35. Fuel, repairs,
and commissions to Grab can eat up a third of
that. Accidents are a constant threat. Health
coverage is limited, and there is no guaranteed
minimum income.

Grab drivers across Southeast Asia report similar
struggles. A 2023 survey by the Asian
Development Bank found that 60% of ride-hailing
drivers in Vietnam and Indonesia earn less than
$400 per month after expenses, and nearly half
cited exhaustion or poor health as a major
concern. Platforms like Grab provide opportunity,
but also exposure to the volatility of gig work.

Yet Minh’s story also shows the upside. He can
support his family, pay his younger brother’s
tuition, and save for a motorbike upgrade. He is
part of an economic ecosystem that allows
small vendors, restaurants, and street stalls to
survive and grow. Grab’s logistics network
creates visibility and reach that would be
impossible for a small business otherwise.

An example is Lan, a banh mi vendor near
Hoan Kiem Lake. Through Grab, her stall
reaches hundreds of customers daily. But every
order comes with a commission; often 20—25%
of the sale. “Without Grab, I wouldn’t really
have any sales,” she says. “But it also takes a
big big part of my money.” This dynamic
access and dependency, is emblematic of the
platform economy.

It raises a question: are gig workers like Minh
truly empowered, or are they trading security
for flexibility? In some ways, Grab formalizes
informal work. Drivers are tracked, earnings
are logged, and payment is digital. But this
formalization is incomplete. Social protections,
labor rights, and collective bargaining remain
limited. Algorithms mediate opportunity and
risk, creating dependence that is invisible yet
pervasive.



Rephonal dilferences complicate the Bigper
pictare.  Singapore  offers  stricter  labor
regclatbon. amd soems indurande oeguinemenis
for drivers. In contrast, Vietnasmn and Indoniis
are still developing frameworkx for gig work

Dinvaers im Cheese Countries navigate both digital
and] Pegultory anertainty. Mink desorilbes the
balance sividh

“The povernament wrys they waml (o profect
peophe like me” he explains *But when
something pors wrong, it's for us to figure
"_.

Grab also Infloences soclal monms  and
CXPECTAOnE. CORSEmETs have (ommse [0 Pely on
indtant delivery, and urban life

revvodves around comvensence. For drivers, this
s Enaerise pealc- hoor demand, long shifs,
and comstamt presiune rom both the slgorithm
and customers. The social promise of gig work,
flexibility, asonomry ¢an oftem masis the
pividcal, ecomomi, aiwd ermolbona tell

And wet, there's 3 paradox. Platferms like Grab
enabide social mobilicy. Minh's eamings, while
modest, dllow him to support his family in
ways he couldn't before. The app ghoes him a
#ad a0 3 dipival rabde that wis previciasly ¢hoded
to informal workers For young Southesit
Hlu.irrprﬂni:mhnlr But for the

of workers or these unable 1o
H.qtudgnluﬂi e same platforms can
alto devpen imequaliny.

I'd arpoe Il!l.l.;.. Il'llﬂﬂ.. betwern opportondty and
precagity, ks the real story of Grab and the gig
exononry in Sowtheaid Asia Minh's life sthows both

sidet: the empowerment of income and mobility,

wyslem, tethered 1o an ecosystem that offers gromth
while perpetuating valmerabiliny.

By late afternoon, Minh has compheted dozens of
delroeres. Sweal drips down hiv forebwesd, and hia
baaerhe 2 hars fom hesirs on 3 madorbider. Vet he P
4 Faouary Bierm Lakor, boodding 0 the fourings and bocals
mingling arcund the water. =1 lowe this cty,” he
“1n"s mariay, bowd, sometienes hard, bt i’ alo
full of lide. Andd | et 1o be & part of it every day. ™
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Are MIDI Musicians Real Musicians?
and the Evolution of Music

&5 long as humanity el instrements dating

al meare muic in the

. creation of Digital Audio Worksstations (DAWS)

wﬂﬂ#ﬂrﬁmw Musical formatting Mke MP) and AAC
reconders groerator:. Famoat  efficiently compresaed and stored the sound,
muskclans  and  producers  include Edgard
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2003), and Later strearming servioes like Spotify
and Appie Music.

Al of theese eras ae nolable and froem
each other because they were shaped by their
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Changes in music are comrelated to changes in
ithe world

| we the tevm “wourld™ very penerally here. The

i

reconding  sofvware and  online,
computer baded mudke  soudios that  allow
-Hdlmmﬂd.rﬂ and mix mausic (rom iheir
AT COMpUt e



What is MITH?

MIEM is a fancy acronym for Musical Instrument
Dightal interface, which is a fancy term for the
communicamive  sytem  between  electronde
musical  instroments (like  synthesizers),

computers, samplers, and other devices. This
link is not an sudio, but rather provides data [ke
pitch, welocity, and nofe tempo. 18°s a control
system that allows musiclans o produce music,
revord performances, and re-record audio.

Thorough MIN setup (keyboard, computer,
analog synthesizer) - From an article by Eloy
Caudet

MIE can metisibaucly fases on the Srrnbcture
amd texture of the music, controliing every
aspect of the sound, from the tene te the plich 1o
the dynamics to the duration and welocity of a

single drum beat.

Chainsaw Man Movie -

Whao are MIDH Musicians?

“MIDI Musiclan® s a very boose and halfway
inaccuraie term.

MIDI musikcians are not 3 single, distinct
type of musician In the general sense of
playing an InStramens. They are a diverse
range of priducers, COMPOSETE,
instrumentalists, and electronic artists, who
use MIDN as thelr primary tool o create
ki, The most commen Msociation s
electronic music producers (think EDM,
Hip-Haop, Pop), who tend to use DAWS 1o
create synth lines, sequence beats, sample
sounds, armanging and mixing entire tracks
electrondcally,  However, mavie  and
gamiemakers often use MIDH for the madern
sooring of their films and games. Sometimes
they will create full archestral tracks sobely
an DAWS, and sometimees they will necosd
the performandce and then edit it asing MID.
Other studlo musiclans and sesslon players
alten will conmect thelr physical instraments
1o MID] systems during a recording session.
For example, a keyboardist might Rayer
several different synth boops for a single
take. Even live performerns use MIDY in real-
time performances! They could use MIH
feot controllers to switch gultar effects or
sync the lighting in time with the music.

Reze Arc: A Review

S0bo amists tend (o use loop pedals o give a
larger harmonic effect. In this sense, a “MID]
musiclan™ s simply a musiclan who uses
digital tools o create expression and dan
miultiphe robes from a traditional compoger to a
sourdd engineer,

What does all of this mean?

It means that MIDT muskcians combine a high

degnee of musics]l knowledge amd artistry in
aorder to oreate music that can blur the

boundaries  between  composithon and
production.  They use complex skills of
technical arrangement and experimentation to
design sound, and they are able to do this
because of technological evaluion in the
industry. MIDH software is a tool used so0 much
im musical production today to glve musiclans
an audience. Even in @ muosical workd tha
séems o different from the past, muasic would
not have any significance without people.
Peoqle listen, peope Create music, peaphe bukld
connections through music, and then we can
realize that sometimees you can be the musician
and the andience at the same thme, That hasn'y
changed throughout history, amd it (maybe)
won't change in the future.

Damiano Piro, Grade 11

Release Day

Septemiber 26th, 2025 was a g day for anlme
tans in Vietnam The long-rmeaited Chalnary-
Man Movie: RBeze-Arc has finally arrived. &
continuation from the on-golng manga and
anime series  Chainsaw  Man Tatsiski
Fujimoto. The movie rolled out it glabal
release on September 24th, 202% and omn
October 29th, 2025 for the LS. A movie whene
anime fans across the warld heavily mark these
days on thefr calendar as one of the hottest
anlme shows, Chainsaw Man, made a huge
refurn with a masterpiece of animation that
fans around the world highly praise. & movie
which screams passion  for anime  fans
worldwide that lowve such a powerful £vory

being told throagh the lems of Japanese
animation

The ariginal manga story follows a teenage boy
namd Denjl, who is impoverished as he
decicdes 1o merge into a Chainsaw Dog {Pachia)l
after being betrayed. Eventually, he gets
scouted and found by the Public Safety division,
wihilch is an erganization that humts “dedls" i
the world in order to exterminate the most
dangerous ones that exist,

Mowic Symopsis
The mavie picks up from the continuation of
the first season of the show, where Denji meets
a girl namwed “Reze” as he is trying to look for
rofmance in his life. Reee s presented as a
normal cafe worker in Tokyo as indtially, Reze
had feelings for Denji as she really Hked him
and his personality. However as the movie
progresses, Reze i revealed to be a devil where
she has a misslon to kill and steal “Denji's
heart”, which ultimately tarms this inte a big
battle between Denji and Reze, the centre- plece
of the movie where It leads to a g clash
between humans amd devils. The movie
expbores in depth themes of Life, Survival, Love
and Freedom.

Vizuals and Animation

The Chalnsaw Man Movie: Reze Arc was
animated by Stodie MAPPA, mest notably
knrwmi for animating: the final season of ane of
the most popular shows of all time: Attack on
Titan by Hajime [sayama. The movie had
delivered arguably some of the best animation
anime fans have seen ina very long time. All of
the characters in the show were animated in a
Wiy o really mamerse the audience and anime
fanx alike into the world of Chalnsaw Man. The
rexture, colors, visuals, music, sound effects all
sugment  inte  ome  unforgettable  mowvie
experience that has bead to great astondshment
and prakse from myself and the world.

Onee notable scene where the andmation showed
ite st im class was the famous fght between
Deerifi vs Feze. The fight is the climax of the film
where the animation studie tock lts time to
Animate one of the best animared flgl'lt R
for the anime industry in recent years. The
maln centre=plece animation comes from
when Reze and Denji clach. Both Denji and
Riere's powers hanve been animated in a way
that has impressed millions of viewers around
the world. From Reze's Bamb devil power to
Denji's Chainsaw, it was a fight that will be
remembered for a wery long time with the
Imtense, violent and brilkiant animatéon.




Charscter Comphexity & Impart

The movbe explotes the ugnificant relatiorhip between
Demijl and Bere. Denji’s character and rode n the film
explones how he wants to find bove in his life and his
e o lhve 3 pormal Bie in the wotld The movie
highlsghts the emotional and intrnae interactions that
Denjl and Reze has Theough mevting at 2 cafe, 0
swimming in 4 pool togrther, both charscters earlier in
the monie looked to have developed fevlings for each
ofber_ Reze bowewer, tries to take advantape of Denjl's
strugphes & initially, she B really kind 1o Denji She
praives him a lot and tells him that the would want to
“date” or “love” him. Denjl and Reze get abong with each
other very well in the beginning of the (ilm, and even
Denji sow Rede 24 3 girl that he can love or like. The
dynamic and relsttonthip of both characiers develop
Futhte tharouggious Che Film a5 i progiesses. 10 eventaally
leads to an ultimate final batthe between the two, tetting

Conchavion

All im All, The Chaincew Man Movie: Reze Arc
wit a3 eniorpeitable masterpiece medvie thae
was created by Studio MAPPA. Through the very
strong, emothonal and powerfid character
complexity and dewelopement of Denjl & Reze
throughout the film, to absolute Hunning

up for a2 complex and emotional ending of the film for

i fams and viewers alile.

ing Mother (2009), a timeless east asian thriller

workd -clais viswals mthe final battle betaeen

Do~ poon, portrayed by Won Ein, is emotionally
vodatile, nudve, and vulnerable. His tendncy (o
a1 impulsively and his difficulty navigating
social sspuatbens malee him an easy target in a
COTBIRENIY E3eT (Or 3 sCappaat. Wheen 3 bacal
teenage  schoolgitl B brotally  murdered,
susphrion guicidy falls on him

With flimay evidence and listle revatance, the

police areest Do - joon, confent to clowe the case
wwiftly rathee than pariue the truth.

As Lewyers and Liw enforoemant dismidss her
conerms, [o- joon's mother tilors matters into
her own hands ‘What begins 2t a2 desperate
attemnpt 0 clear her son’s name slowly
Dransfonms into

erwironment filled with secrety, neamors, and
unspoken judgments. Narrow alleyways, cramped
imteriory, and bong slendrn heighten the benon,
making the aadsmor (ool trapped alongxide the
mother. The pating s deliberate, almost
deceptive, halling viewers into 8 falie seme of

familiarity before pulling the reg out from ander
them

Bong Joon-ho subnerts expectationt repeatedly,
refudng to ghoe the aodeence fasy anoaers of
moral comdort. Jusy when the S1ory sotms (o setthe
into familiar thriller territory, it veers sharply into
psychological horror. More than fiftern years after
ins redease, Mothet nemains one of Bong Joon -ha's
1 st ainad resonant filmn
Whale it may not have the ghobal cultural footprint
of Parasite or the procedural Intensity of
Memaories of Murder, it s0ands proudly Alongside
themn 25 3 mastenclass in benshon, character study,

aned mreorad ambnucy.

If Farasite indtroduced you o Bong joon-he's
brilliance, Mother reveals his depth. It is a film
that Hegers bong afver the coedits roll, foncing you
to it with ity final moments and qroestion your
own  asemptions  abowt  lowe, justice, 2
immocende. The dEsturbing, 2
unforgeiableMother is an cvsential watch and 4
testament to Bong joon-ho al the height of his
e

O i,



FNAF 2 Review: Freddy's Unready (to make a good movie)

Thomas Hughes, Grade 12

Longrione teaders of the Flame (&3 in whoever
wat reading back n 202L) may recall my two-
part dree indo the history of video game mose
adageations. As fun a5 it would be 1o do 2 Pat
1 lellowing up on the conclusion to see if my
prediction of the “video game movie curse™
dying out bore frodt, § don't think there's bien
eronrgh mew video [Eaome mondies eledsed since
that article to male anything safficient yet
For todyy's neview | wang o instead follow up
o one movhe B particalar thal | et icned
Al the beginming of thal series 1 briefly
coached apon the Five Nights at Freddy's film
(k] oot (N Peifif PadTed TS CRERDEd By
Scott Cawthon), my main inspiration for the
arthche (even though inm hinddghi i barely
faciared Endo cither paat) Two years [a8rt nd
on Decermber §, 3005, the hotly anticipated
sequel to the Five Nights 3t Freddy's fikm
premdetnd I the walte of M extemihe
maonths -long hype campaign Set around 2
yoar after the firsl fim's story, this one
follows the afvermath of the fint film's
Erdamdtic events and the hormorn sarfeunding
Freddy Farbear's Parra: mot only have
pridfaied umors of haonted sndmatronkii
pripped the ko al towm in a Farbear frenory, bt
4 whols ilew ol sndmatronbss frem e
ofipinal feulsurand csCape Do wieak Buved,
unadet the condisl of the vengreiul sphrit of a
sevial kdller’s victim, SPOILERS AHEAD. YO&
MAVE BEEN WARNED.

Before 1 prf inbo discussing the film, 1 think
M's Importan) 1o Qivide iy judgment on B
ko twe camps- jedging @ 2 2 flm overall,
and 25 a Five Nights af Freddy's film
iptCifically. Bavantir, 1o e ey 1o onerall
padperment of this maovie before | even ghoe mry
crithciems, from the perspectihee of judging it
B o flm with 3 plot and characters it s
Lamghably bad But throwgh the bens of it 2= 2
Five Mights at Freddy”s film, aside from a few
rather ify poimts i's 3 sigh of pelbef for
certin (i you know the track recond of video
game movie adapiations). I'H try to awold
braming towards thar chde of things in this
rewhew, b5 | am wate mond febders of [he
Flame are probably nof dedicated fans of this
framchice, ot it will malor its way into some

of rery jusdgrnents on this film

Mosving onto, y'ioow, actuadly talldng abouwt
chet filen, | wang 1o s1aav off with ey probdems
wilh it Beciuse despite my relatively meatral
tome thus far, | think this film has mapor flaws
on mudtiple boorts The bigpest overarching
e i the plod_ of, Lk thereal Bedmnie
avidee from a coople numative throughlines,
ehads fillen doean’c have 3 phot 20 much a5 18 hat
penet ally sedqaential soomnes that bead o exch
other bt otherwise wrve o real purpois o
actually pregressing the story fonward, all
while playing hogacotch with 4 minefbcld of
pot heales

Fro tip. Sooft Comthon: the schende falr B-plot
shoukdn't vwitch prars to becorme the main plot for
thee mdddile third of the fibm (conversaly, the A - plot
of manrdeiout animationics wivaking havee, the
aitual plot of this movie, should probabdy taler up
mofe screentime overall than getting showved indo
the back hall of the fillm). These overall scripd

culminate in the ending, perhaps one of
the most  baffingly neshed, owerloaded yet
skimmed - through endings I've seen in 3 movie
Simuliancously w0 mach and 3o little happens in
this sceme that it boggles the mind. The rnding, in
romngh summalion: LRl (o sTudlly condiade he
antaponiit’s woryline, soddenly brings back a
characrter from the beginmning of the film and
pionals him i the nebw main antafondsy barfoge b
pets chabed off just & quitkly a5 e appeaned,
brings back the original animatronécs only for
them: 10 sIraight up die barely 2 minute afterwarnd,
A imredibiely ends on 3 cdiffhknger. Ared believe
you me, if you think this sounds confusing and like
a convodted Frankensiein of random sentenoes, |
am  deldwrabely simplitying 1. Walching this
ending in fhe cinema, 1 oould just feel the dnwmning,
gt - sdnddng serearion of dread as | showdy realieed
thad rthis was Mo thibd Mol wid ending The
endimg is enily the wornt part of the movie,
precisecly bevauie of how mach it exposes ithe flaws
Dimipite ewwmytheng, | wos  riulnely  onjoying
rysedl so mch througheut the movbe That 1 didn 't
peally care abowt what [ was beneoushy
S hrserwbedigiog, i (i, Bud Ehe evuding junt budfled
me w0 maach That it Look me ot of my memsersbon
and left me much wiser (o the problems in the
scripl. 18 shio bedves i wotied (o the thiddd (im
this film is alresdy wrtting ap the andagoniat of the
third pame, the momatrous Speingirap, aa the mext
inatadlemeemt s villeis, hoeding (he Markonsette, thid
fibm's for, stick around for the third meovie rido
overcomplacating the plof and takdng sway oo
Froem the mext film's villaén As we have beadmed
Froem Ehis meevie, complexity adaiction kills

There's 4 fow other glaring problems with this
film, mostly ivolving characters being
undeiuriznd: while oug masn Charaoiees ft 3 pood
amoun] of fooe B peceisary, others pet vhafted
pretty bhadly This s modt evident with two
characters in partbrular: Henry, father of the
maideted Charloite Emily Jnd former businesd
pariner of serial kdller William Afton; and Michaed
Aftoen, the wom of Willism. Inthe case of the former,
| was gedng into the movie expecting him to be 2
rmuch maore mportand character who would play a
bigper rode, and wan sorely disappointed to see him
only feodtve 3 couple soimes, only one of whikh
even festured him in the flesh [t's 8 severe wate of
both Sleet Ulrich's actimg talend and  the
charartef & fasinaging potennial 2% 2 remorsaful
man Ifying fo Mofe fod his mislaoes thiowgh
beringing down his murderows former friend and
venggeandoe - driven daughier, i@ would have bevn
extremarly eaiy bo huroe him b the one B0 Jppeear M
the emad of the film 1o drive off the Marwsnette and
confromt hih  dsugheer’s vengpeful  apinie, b
appateitly  af  emotionally -Hlective  Chad st
moersent 15 o4 Lhee cards for thin ome

As for Michaed Afton, | have a theory that e's a
fugithve of 2n cadlier draft of the (Hlm where b wan
the main antagonist full-thme and ometow
surviord every pevishon of the woript, because 1o call
his charafter oul of plie dosfx ol Cul B Bt oy
dpprars im one wene in the first xt before
refumning out of the bloe at the ond (o soddendy
revedl who B B and that be's the bad oy bechind
the animatroniks &l along (despite Chadlofte
already being chrarly establiched to be controlling
thirm), before getting pundhid owt and slinking
Feyy while nobady notices. | whobeheartedly think
that he could be oot from this movie®s plot and
et ik would chargee n aery eipnifscant wary, t'sa
ihlimed (o0, bichine the son of the prior film's
villain being desperate for his father’s approval and
irying to follow in his villainows footsteps 5 a
penuwindy injeneling disecthon (o take the
character in, with Freddy Carter's xting adding
o much- meeded depth fo the character a5
HE execution B the filmn's fimal oo, thousgh,
certaimby beft rmuch 1o be deired.

Sémilar probloms ke with the fElm"s andmatronk
charscters. The first monde could pet mwry with
limiting the mumber of animatronic scemes, both
dus 1o the bow number of andmatronss characters
and| is sEM0A s an EnRfohactory podnd 10 The serhes
for mewoomers: requiring it to not overwhelm the
siadsence with infreasingly obaigre of- Bbied
anbmationk beads. Thibs sedond movie, Inbrriting
ihe sevonad game’s nfamously huge cast, does mot
hunee that same lnsry. And despete having thee vant
poteniial bedd wirthin utiliving the Sndmatroniks,
indhading some of (he moat Konk ones from the
i, Chedr scenrmbime i ot limated and uneven
o Indhvidual charateis oot the lan s share of
wreenfime and plot relevanor, while ofbers are
by Do ot & Pndnate ofddTeeTs This Lack of Foxun
o the anmatronk charxter focka of watted
poteniial and muaders. them bess eifective a0 threats
we can't el & proper gaape on how theeaboning
they afe if only a fow of them aie sithorly posing a
threat for mosi of the film, and by the time they
actually g0 on the warpath it fecls too l8nbe, too
Late, bharring 2 couphe momeenmity

Hoo ey, Chat wexs 2 lof. AT this rage we |l pever
figumre oul if this menie xtually has sy redeeming
qualities. Does 57 Let's see. The practical effects
are, bilr vhe firm movie, still phenomenal: Jim
Hermon's Cresture Shop and their ability to creale
animaironics that are both extremedy accurate to
the original games and still fencthon perfecly
remains  unmatched, especislly regarding  the
ievond pame’s more complex designs like the
spenadly Marsonetie 2nd apchy-nasmed Mangle. All
tos deliver pood 1o gread performances, buooying
the wript and their characters with charm, depth,
and belsevability, with Elizabeth Ladl, Madihew
Lillardl, 2onad Sk UNrich i padtscelas sfandouts
I 1 have 10 compliin again, thoegh, beading man
jorh Histrberuon ferds low - eneergy lor moat of the
fidrm, cvem O chat s modtly Gowmm to the dip in Bl
wriling quality in thin film - when the actbon kicka

in b pets o be enbertaiming again
?



In cormpadien (o the firt film, thin one b5 maxch
made confldend in breing a harror film, at brast in
thee sarene of the scate vohamse: while the first fidm's
wary wenes wite maxh rarer and oot back on the
explicit gore In Lavor of implication, thic one has
migltiple scemes dedicaied o andmatronic temmor
and meach mere vioeral (though not overtly
explicit ) implications of gore and death (this is one
of the frw moevies 1've seen with the puts to haee 2
child bleed ot and die ondcremn ), and 4 much moce
consistenthy tenae atmosphere. | might hanve griped
about  thedr ondernatilization, buos owihen e
m-mm-!-gﬂﬁmh'q;mrﬂilﬂnuu
consistent threats; compare it to the firsd monde,
whsere their threat leve] was undermined by woenes
ﬂ[“‘ﬂiﬂlﬂtﬂﬁh‘lm [ mat il dfpriils
withowt any sinister mothves behind them
Whether this k& to ks benefit or detriment ks a
matter of debate: while the firet movie, in my
opinken, mansped o malord i few overt hofros
wenes much more sespencsful than this film
ks 105 equivalint soends, this One manages o
saritadn that sir of tension for longer throughoul
thee filrm, and wiith greater efficacy.

There's a segquence where Lall's character Vaneuoa
forces beruel! indo & nightmanre o confront het own
fears that "s proulnely wiy effncthor 3t cheating tenaden
and Pear {prrhaps, inondcally enough, through using the
vory Bustan thaest of het dbnive [athet rathet than &n
incflable machine), and wme of the wemes in the
abandoned pirreria whete Hutcherwon"s character Mikor
S hnid b o fend of wivn of indoming nbmatronk
wrrve a5 3 lovely extended referemte to the gameplay of
the original game that keeps the trnsion high and
TGV QRIBCE 1175 very muach 3 mdavid (o b enjennnd

more than one to apply critical thought abowat, dewpite

The Book that killed the American Dream

the writer's best intenbboens.

C mon. You kivew | had 1o msike Uhe ke

[ien Mai Phan Phuoc, Grade 10

F. Soolt Fitrperald's movel, “The Great Gatsby™ , i3 the
evtareration of the Amerwcan Spirit. Inm ways both
sultbe anad Blatand Fitnperald ridsiuded (he Adrcricsn
Deeamn, positionimg 2 konile a8 ity very heart For the
sathor, Amstican soChety has decayped imto chaotic
maerialivm and the couniry hus cakorm this Asmeric an
Deveam with it The vty o the itory e remarkatde,
seething with Fitrperald's distaste o the country
Shoaand him Every chasafter in “The Great Gatiby™ i
truly deplorabde and the worst of them ewcape endirely
umscathed Im ssthoring this bried 300 - werds nowells,
Fitzperald icfbected on the America of hii age and
predicted the America to come. The book la filled with
Talue prophaes but it 1 Ftrgesald himadll whe emerges
o the troe paychic. By contemplating “The Gresdt
Gatsby™ and itz context, we can discover
undeemlorable (raths abowt the past amd peesent of
Armetica and the American Devam

The American [ream

0f courze, before we wee how Fitzgerald dismantled it,
it would do weill for ms to identify the American Doeam
sl This tevvm, “The American Dresm™, was Dol
situally coimed wntil the early 19bos, abowt 7 years
after Fitrperald wrote “The Great Gatsby™. Buot the
myth, Che marTative, P existed fof Cenludies wilhsda
a thdy name. The American Dream & waid to be the
greatest dream for the individual

[t bedls uis thhat even those borm 5 the bodtom My e
up to the pinnacle of socety. They can own a house,
impact 3 nathon and move mountans. This i eaaadly
ehibrved through some combinmbon of venacity,
talent, optimism, and grit. For Fitoperald, this hos all
decayed into a propagandas It was a former tneth, long
distomed by (e tealithes of Armserican sodhety. To (oire
to his conclutdon, Fitzperald simply examimed the
world arownd him Now, Fazgerald was net a
phiilosopher of 3 social crivke. He was 2 writer of fiotion,
0 rarely hid be expresded this dicdain in 4 pointed,
non - fictional way. But if we examined the colharal
climate of his theme and the worls Flargerald snodied,
we cafi dew how the suthor resched his rathes
prasimiatic comn busdon

Fitrperald wrode “The Grest Gabiby™ im Ehe
early 19004, 3t a timne of evonomic reveldution in
Amariia Aftet the find Wodld War, the LS
econirry fell into a depression Unermploymnent
rese b0 meatly 1% in 19 The price of cropa
wdped to peodlrrnats | unbtLainabde highs Bt
theesr economic wort swifily turmed sround
Unernployrment drepped to 2 4% by 192, the
ration’s GO drcased by L0%, asnual
o per Capita wurped by b The sohodar
Robert A Divime has sabd: “The Ammevican
prople by the 19301 enjoyed the highent
standard of iving of any nation on Earth ™ In
the carly 304, the Amerkian econoeny prew by
T4 pet year with the country responsible fod
uirte 0 ther woorlid *s induatrial outpeat

Amidit time like thewe, the American Dicam
wai abhve at ever, but Fitzgerald and his
conbemporaries prrocioed danger. The author
Owwald Spangler prabdited 3 btk called “The
Decline of the West™ im two volurmes from 1918
fo 1932 Read today, the book s mastiee,
coffounding and provacatng to the point of
beeiing sl - imdualpent It is 32 best 2 bore, and at
worst, vagoety racket. Bt it was a produect of its
themee, and indeed B Devame onee of the mddt
infloential works in the era Fitzgerald once
wioke in a better: “I read Spengler the same
st | was writing The Great Gadsdey and |
doti’'t think | ever quite recovered from him. ™
We cannod sy with cerfainty which porthon
redonsted 50 ntensely with Fuzgerald, but the
orverall mareaive of the Wellern decompandithon
sits at the heart of “The Great Gatshy™.
Spangle wrote: “As soon a5 the market has
a0l Lhet DiAmTa, i1 b5 Do Bofiiort Uhee Qroestion
of mere oemters for sfreams of poods
rraversing & puredy peasant lLandicape, bug of 2
serond workd wirthin the waldli™._; “The tmae
wrban muan i not the producer__He had not the
irrwrard lnbcage with sodl or with the poods that

it Fhergragh his Pkt ™,

“He does not live with these, but looks at
theren from outikde and appraducs them in

felafny t0 Kl owh lide-upliscip.."; “In
place of thinking with goods, we have, we
have thinddng with money. =

This idea of thinking with money Is crucial
Po “The Great (aatalvy ™ Bt 12 i3 lioe Clod hing
ther Boaaki weaii a8 1he wole of Filipeiadd™s
]l we have 2 mare prodound
deatllunsoftitnnil wtth il Aifersan [Medsn
With that in mind, |t s time 1o begin our
irvesd Egatkon im eaameet

The “Givatnria™ of Gatauley.

Nadrabed by 2 man named Nack Carraway,
“The Giest Gatiby™ follows s titwlas
character jay Gatsdey. Bom impoverished,
Cutshwy puersiods a romantsl and idealized l5le
whach i depecienind by i olemadlle o
for a wealthy young woman named Dadsy
Exsentially, Gatsbry tried to bevome the odd
money o tha Daisy desines Gasby
carmtd a fortune a5 a bootlepper,
reacgquainis himuwedf with the now masmied
Duaisyr arsd [rbis 0o eXim Dt (avid X5 3 Wy
new man. Thit could be romance is the
driving poimt of the nasrathee action in “The
Goeat Garsly —, but we migs) ynderstand tha
Gatsley himsell 5 10 disoover the ree
meaning of this romantic entangbement. Jay
Gatshy was bomm 25 James Gatz in MNorth
Deaicoda 11 wouldd B very blust (o sy th
Gatshy yearmed to be rich. More accorately
and more sincerely, he yearmed 1o by what
e il 1ol ACOOdding B0 The Rrtatof, Nikk:
“His parenis were  shiffbss and
unsuccrssfisl farm people - his mmaginahon
hus mewer really aioepied them a5 his
parents M all®. It B preciely this
imagination thai typifies and motivaies

Gartsbwy



This reprction of his past, (oo, can be 108 of
an American dreamer as  wugpested by
William E Cain in his paper: “American
Dieseming. Really Reading the Goes Gatalsy ™
Caln mobes: “The greatedt Amertican Dream
sxy yrs, but their power comes first from

No_®; “The American Deeamer b
propelled by the dreamer s divnvrwal for his
or her past, the refusal to be that personc 1
canmot ao0tpd these, this upbringing. Who |
&m i invboderalde 1o me, and | will not endhare
mry existence in this paltry life_1 will become
someone else.”. Indeed, this b Gatshy's poal

Already we can see that Daivy is mot exactly
thee bove of his Iife. Hizs romantic interest in

Diadsy ks just ome facet of Gatshby's Lanper
She is his trophy for his lifelong ﬂ

comes when Gatshey's career is rewealed: He
5 3 bootbapper whe sells doohol illegally in
phuarmmaches siroid the country.

Here, Fitsperald rejects the  tradithona] socisl
modslity which the American Dveam claima. Gatabry
ks shown to b 2 capable, imbelligrnt man, buf even

Pt pesorted not to schooling and career building,
instead takdng up a life of (Degitimate gadns and
criminabity. Throwgh this methododogy, Gat ey still
dots indeed Fmass 3 gre fortune. It i 3 fortune
that he display outentatiounly for 2 menber of
reason; i fact his wealth often taloes place of
Gatsbry himsell before we even meet him: The
titulsr charscter it defined by the of ki
home. The narrator, Nick, describes it “[The
hopsreir ] wacs 3 codortsad affabr by sy standard - itwas
a fasctual imitstion of some Hitel De Ville in
Normandy, with a tower om one side, spanidng
under 2 thin beard of row vy, and 2 marble
swimming pool and mote (han fofty e of Lmn
and garden ™. Gatsby is further defined by the
ruckus parties which he throws each weelond
which are so blanketed and expense that they may
a5 well be celebrations of money itself. Although
thett FFain, insines che Amndricam Dream

Euugamvl]le and the 101? Deadline

To exrcute thewe eventt, Gattby employs 2 unall
armry of bagibers, madds, cools and servants: “Every
Fridey five crates of orampes and beenond astived
from a frulterer in New York _reery Monday thewe
ST of and bermons befl his back door in 2
pyramid of pulp-lesa habved™; “There wad &
machine in the kitchen whikh could extract the
juice of two bundred orampes in half am hoar_if 2
litnbe Button wis pressed 200 times by 3 buther’s
thamb.™ The lower clats, the buther, like thit one
them are lstthe more than tools for Gatshbey's
Flasmoroids lifestyhe Gatshey, who we (el 35 the
embodiment of the Ammerican Dream is built on the
backs of the poor, his life requires exploltations,
Ike his machine extracts the juioe from oranges
oaly 1o discard the “pulp-less  habves”.
Fitrgerald's American Dream squoeezes the person
o extrat the jeice of caperal for those imviced o
the parthes. Gasby's absence  continues
throughout much of the book, 10 instead of
mteting the man himeedl, we are first ingroduond
T his wodkd - Bis padthes, Mt hotise, his cads

Bemgadnville. For moit prople, it I3 jusl & AEme o0 4
n:p.nymuuumumﬂhpuhm
(PWG) Im the Pacific. But for its roughly 300
reshbdents, B carrhes weight, histery, strugghe, i'ld
hope. Bougaimalle iv proparing to beoome what coubd
be the world s neverst natbon by September 3037, but
whetheer thad indepstnadine will b pecogmited Bayons
fits theores v 42§l unchear.

The push for sovereignty did not coeme overnight.
Decades of termion, oonemic exploitation, and
viodent conflict it

Tensiomn: ecalated in the 1970 with the opening of
Pamguna, acopper 2nd gold mine. One of the Largest
muimes n che world ag che risme, it cheated enoTMOUS
wealth for PNG and foreign imvetors, but very Litthe

prebce wias. (inally nepotisted i 2001, the peopde wete
left with deep losx amd & clear desire for self-
determination

Tha demand becamme bw In the
Bougalmille Peate  Agreement. The
apreement granted sutonoemy and promised
a4 referendum on independence. In Late
2oL, Volri were cait. The resull wal

undisputed: 43 7St hose Independende. The
referensdurn was  Cranaparend, (air, and
Irternatsonally cbrrroed

commander, frames the dae 3 both 2
podithcal cormmmitmerst and a meoral prommdse.
For him, indeprndenor b more than
polithcs, beat it i3 decades of strugrhe made
real But political will alone is nod emough

internationdl ocommunity. I means
funciioning within the global system of
Dkt Larw, e iy,

Economically, the challrmprs afe storp Pampuens
cotald farsd 2 wnall wtate §f it reopena, but the minse
carrhes  risks.  Environmeental  damage,  social
wntest, and political temslon shadow fis past

Oataide mindng, Bowgainvlle orlie on forcign aid
and wubsittenoe faming. Building a functioning
siate with a budget, courts, curmency, and civil
servioes would require time, expettise, and money.
Infrastrocture is limited Even with preparation,

Enadeparraderace i+ daunting,

Recognition ks another hurdle. International Lew
dors ot astomatically acorpt new states. Under
the Montevideo Convention of 1933, & couniry
needs 2 defined territory, a permanent population,
a functhoning povernment, and the capacity to
et intermationally. Bougasmille mbets et
of thewe criteria

Yt pecogmithon b polivical, not just legal Withou
PNG"s approval, Bougainville rishs becoming like
Sormaliland or Northern Cypres: sedf - poverning in
pracrice, but  Enwisible In
areniis. For the UN, necognition would require 3
momination from a Security Council member,
foldlowed by approval from 3 rwo- thirds maporing
i the Gemeral Assembly. Withaut Port Moseidbs™s
consent, that path coubd be blocked



Bemgadnville. For moit prople, it I3 jusl & AEme o0 4
map, a groen iiland Mosting cast of Papua New Guines
(PWG) Im the Pacific. But for its roughly 300,000
reshdents, B carrhes weight, histery, strugghe, and
hoper. Bozpsimidlle v proparing to brvome what could
be the world s neverst natbon by September 3037, but
whetheer thad indepstnadine will b pecogmited Bayons
fits theores v 42§l unchear.

mmrﬂwﬂnﬂmm
Decades of vemsion, econsomic

exploitation,
violent conflict shaped . Bowgaiendilleans are
ethnbcally and cubtorally distinct from PNG's
muainland Hitorkcally, the idland has been choder Lo
the Solomon Islands than the Capital, Port Moresby,
and its prople long feln marginalieed.

Tentions eicalited in the 19702 with the opening of
Pamguna, acopper 2nd gold mine. One of the Largest
muimes n che world ag che risme, it cheated enoTMOUS
wealth for PNG and foreign imvetors, but very Litthe
for locals Farmland was destroyed, rivers polluted,
and cormemanithes dispiared Resrniment simmeeed

By 1988, the grievances bodled over into a2 decade-
lomg civil war. Known a5 the Bougabrealbe Cral War, it
clmed 1500020000 lives, Slipleoed ens ol

pmwuhﬂymﬂmdmm thtp-n-phmt
left with deep losx amd & clear desire for self-
determination
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2oL, Volri were cait. The resull wal
undisputed: 43 7St hose Independende. The
referensdurn was  Cranaparend, (air, and
Internatsonally cbrrroed

Tﬂuumm.nﬁnﬁmhﬂt

Despite the uncertainty, Bougainville's

commander, (rames the date a1 bath a
podithcal cormmmitmerst and a meoral prommdse.
For him, independence b more then
politics, but it is devades of sirugghe made
real But political will alone is nod emough
Trus independende 1odary means fowming
Hfmmm;&nmfmm

ommunity. It means
f.mmgmmth#dﬂﬂmﬂ
Urdsde, Bare, nad Qipdormady.

rnphunh.hrhnnt.ﬂd. Auriralia ercourages dislogue and ciability but has svolded openly Ll.wul'll"hhjlrlﬂll'tr l'.'hll.'lhwl-ﬂ'l.h"
BT o

WMW‘Mn:
ﬂmmhnﬂnﬁ rual.ﬂ:!jn'ﬂ:l _» .ﬂ q,l' pulp

Econemically, the chalbrages are ateep. Famgang
cotald farsd 2 wnall wtate §f it reopena, but the minse
carrhes  risks.  Environmeental  damage,  social
iandesl, Sl podStical temsson shudow BIS Pt
(egtaide mining,. Bowgaimdille el on forcign ad
and wubsittenoe faming. Building a functioning
siate with a budget, courts, curmency, and civil
weryviies would reduine time, expeitise, Jnd Moy
Infrastrocture is limited Even with preparation,

Enadeparraderace i+ daunting,

Recognition ks another hurdle. International Lew
dors ol automatically aoorpt new states. Under
the Montevideo Conrvention of 1933, 4 country

needs 2 defined territory, a permanent population,
2 functhoning posvermment, and the capacity W
engipe internationally. Boangainmville mmabets ey
of these criteria

Vet pecongnition B polstical, nol jost el Withesa
FNG"s appooval, Bougainmville risks becoming likee
Sormaliland or Northern Cypres: sedf - poverning in
pracrice, but  Enwisiblt 0 most  inbermational
areniis. For the UN, necognition would require 3
momination from a Security Council member,
foldlowed by approval from 3 rwo- thirds maporing
i the Geemweral Assembly. Withaut Port Modeidsy™s
consent, that path coubd be blocked



~ Acknowledgments ~

Dear students, faculty, and staff,

I hope you enjoyed the second edition of The Flame for the 2025/26 school year! I would like to
acknowledge and thank the following people who made this edition possible:

Our writers: Julian Danailov-Benguernane, Thomas Hughes, Joseph Brandon, Leyla Shah, Duc An
Nguyen, Damiano Piro, Tien Mai Phan Phuoc, and Mia Le-Whatley;

Our editors: Khanh Linh Nguyen and Sam Bui;

Our Head of PR and Design, Ari Shon

Our New Head of Editor: Sam Bui

Everyone who helped in the printing and distribution of physical copies, especially Ms Dao Thi Huong;
our faculty advisor: Mr Nick Whatley, and Emily Dinh, our Head of Flame who has been the best leader
for the past years!

Happy reading!

HHH

PLEASE RECYCLE

https://www.theflame.unishanoi.org

@THEFLAMEUNIS

11



